
9th Grade Parent Meeting

WPHS Class of 2021





Introductions

• Jack Randolph, Principal

• Ronnie Harper, Dean of Students

• Raegan Fox, Counselor (A-G)

• Julie Dunn, Counselor (H-O)

• Stephanie Smith, Counselor (P-Z)

• Lenny Eagleman, A+ Coordinator 



We will cover large amount of information to 

give you an overview of the opportunities at 

West Plains High School.  

Don’t worry, we do not expect you to 

remember everything.  We have spring 

meetings every school year to talk about 

next year’s options.

Towards the end we will focus on your 

student’s options for next year.



What is a Credit?

A minimum of twenty-five credits must be earned in the ninth, tenth, 

eleventh, and twelfth grades including the following subjects:

Communication Arts  4 credits

Mathematics 3 credits

Social Studies 3 credits

Science 3 credits

Physical Education 1  credit

Personal Finance ½ credit

Health ½ credit

Practical Art 1  credit

Fine Art 1  credit

Electives 8  credits

Total required for Graduation    25 credits

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS



Classification and Promotion of Students

Credit requirements to advance to the next grade

Freshman (9th Grade) = 0 – 5 credits

Sophomore (10th Grade) = 6 – 11 credits

Junior (11th Grade) = 12 – 17 credits

Senior (12th Grade) = 18 or more



Students are required to pass three credits of  Social Studies as follows:

World Geography & Cultures (Gr. 9) …………………………………… 1credit

American History(Gr 10) ………………………………………………….. 1credit

American Government (Gr. 11) …………………………………………… 1credit

Pass both United States and Missouri Constitution tests (state law requirement)

Students are required to pass four credits of Communicative Skills as follows:

English I or Honors English I (Gr. 9)………………………………....................1credit

English II or Honors English II (Gr. 10)……...…………….……..……………..1 credit

English III or Honors English III (Gr. 11)……………………………………….. 1 credit

English IV, Honors English IV, AP English, or English Elective (Gr.12) …… 1 credit

(Foreign Language courses do not count towards these credits)



Math





2017-2018 PLTW Courses
Introduction to Engineering Design (1 year)
Aerospace Engineering (1 year)
Principles of Biomedical Science (1 year)
Human Body Systems (1 year)
Computer Science Essentials (1 year)
Computer Science Principles (1 year)

PICK-UP

YOUR 

FLYER



FAQ about credits

• Do I have to have a foreign language to graduate?

• No, but many universities required 2 or 3 years of the 

same foreign language

• Do you recommend taking more than 3 math, 

science and social studies classes?

• Yes, we recommend taking 4 Math, 4 science and 4 

social studies because many universities required more 

than the minimum core credits

• Also.. If you plan on playing college sports or activities 

NCAA requires more



Sports are great but here is the 

reality



Academics are where it is at!

• Making good grades and high ACT scores 

are the 2 best ways of earning money for 

college.  

• AND

• Senior Year APPLY APPLY APPLY for 

scholarships

• Missouri Academic Advisory Corp



Testing Requirements

At the high school level all Missouri students take MAP – End-of-

Course (EOC) Exams.  These exams are administered online.

Beginning with the class of 2019 students must take the following 

before they graduate:

• English II

• Algebra l 

• Biology I

• U.S. Government

• ACT - 11th grade year 



Advanced Placement (AP) Classes

 AP courses are taught on the high school 

campus by high school teachers, but follow 

rigorous academic requirements laid out by the 

College Board.

 AP Classes Provide:

 Achievement – Opportunity to earn college credit.

 Preparation – Develop better study and reading skills.

 Confidence – tackle academic challenges you may 

have not thought possible.



High School Dual Credit and Dual Enrollment

The Missouri State University-West Plains High School dual credit and 

dual enrollment programs provide students with an opportunity to 

supplement their high school curriculum and receive college credit.

Dual Enrollment: Dual enrollment is defined as high school students 

taking postsecondary classes and who are physically present on the 

postsecondary education campus for those classes.

Dual Credit: Dual credit courses are courses taught on the high school 

campus in which the student is concurrently earning both high school and 

college credit.



High School Dual Credit and Dual 

Enrollment Policy

 High school students participating in dual enrollment/dual credit are Missouri State University-
West Plains students, and are expected to follow MSU-WP policies and procedures. 

 Enrollment Policy:

1.  Students have completed their sophomore year of high school or are freshmen or    

sophomores with an ACT composite score at or above the 90th percentile; and

2.  Students have at least a 3.00 grade point average on a 4.00 scale; and

3.  Students have been recommended for admission by the high school counselor, principal,  

or superintendent of their school; and

4.  Students have permission from their parents or guardians.

** If a student believes extenuating circumstances exist, the above eligibility requirements 
may be appealed to the Dean of Academic Affairs for consideration.



ASSOCIATES OF ARTS
• Early Degree Program through Missouri State University

• This program allows certain students to graduate with an Associates 
of Arts Degree upon successful completion of the program

• Take classes on MSU-WP campus during the JR and SR year

• Candidates are chosen by GPA, ACT scores, and English and Math 
Placement tests

• Invitations to a detailed meeting are sent out in the spring of their 
sophomore year if they meet the attendance and GPA requirements.



ASSOCIATES OF ARTS

• Must meet the following:
• 3.25 GPA on a 4.0 scale at the end of the 3rd semester of high 

school

• 95% attendance

• Age 16 by the first day of MSU classes

• ACT composite of 21

– Reading:  19

– English:  18

– Math:  22

• Take the writing sample test at MSU-WP and qualify for English 110



South Central Career Center
• Building Trades

• Creative Design                  

• Automotive Tech

• Auto Collision Tech

• Health Careers

• Welding

• Culinary Arts

• FFA



A+ Program

West Plains High School

2017



A+ Program

• It is a state funded program (not 
every school has it) that can pay 
for your community college tuition

• Because it’s called A+ do you 
have to have A’s to be in it? How 
do I qualify? 

• I am definitely going to a 4-year 
school, so why does this matter to 
me?

• When can a student apply?

• Who do I talk to? 



High school isn’t the end!

• Whether you choose a four-year school, 

community college, a technical school, or 

vocational school A+ can work for you.

Physical 

Therapy 

Assistants 

Registered Nurse

Dental 

Hygienist

Web 

Designer 

Electrical 
Technician

Graphic 

Designer

Health 

Information



• A+ offers to help with tuition and fees 
for two years at any community 
college, technical or vocational school. 

• Where are these schools? What do 
they offer?

• (Listed are just a few-many more are 
available)

• MSU-West Plains

• Three Rivers Community College

• Crowder College

• Moberly Area Community College

• Linn State Technical College

• Rolla Technical Institute

• South Central Career Center-West Plains

• Ozark Technical Center-Springfield

What are the benefits of A+?

Community College

Vocational College Technical Schools

Could save anywhere from $5500 to $7500 for a two year degree.

Some 4 year colleges will give their own money to students who have A+ 

certification on their transcript. Examples: MSU, Truman State and Drury.



Requirements for A+ 

Eligibility

• Attend designated A+ high school for 

three consecutive years.

• Graduate from high school with a 

non-weighted GPA of 2.5 non-

weighted, not rounded

• Have at least a 95% attendance rate 

for the four years of high school.

• Perform and document fifty hours of 

unpaid tutoring or mentoring.

• Proficient/Advanced on Algebra I 

EOC score on ACT



Cont. Requirements
• Maintain a record of good citizenship and avoid the 

unlawful use of drugs and alcohol.  

• Make a good faith effort(by filling out FAFSA) to secure all 

available postsecondary financial assistance funds that do 

not require repayment.

• Males 18 years of age must sign-up with Selective Service.

What You Do Now Matters Later

It is important for you to remember A+ requirements 

during your underclassmen years. Attendance matters. 

GPA matters. Don’t dig a hole early on in high school 

that you can’t get out of!!! STUDY!



How do you enroll?

Freshman Orientation will have A+ 

enrollment forms that you will need to get 

and have parents sign and turn in to A+ 

office.  If you have any other questions 

please contact the A+ office. 
Contact the A+ office

Mr. Eagleman

leagleman@zizzers.org



Important Websites

• Zizzers.org  then to Parent Resources 

then to A+

-Higher education, ACT signup link, 

tutoring options

• dhe.mo.gov/ppc/grants/aplusscholarship.

php



Co-Curricular and 

Extracurricular Activities



Extra- Curricular Opportunities
• Clubs

– Variety of Clubs and Organizations

– Some are related to a particular class (FFA, FCCLA, etc)

– Some are general clubs or organizations students participate in (Chess 

Club, Student Council, BETA, etc.)

• Fine Arts
– Theater/Tech Theater, Music – (Varsity Choir, Concert Choir) Band 

(Marching, Concert Band, Wind Ensemble),  Art, Speech and Debate

• Sports
– WPHS is a member of the Ozark Conference and we play many members 

of the Central Ozarks Conference

– WPHS is covered often by Springfield Media

– One of the best conferences in the state

– Many Division I Universities recruit athletes from the Ozark Conference 
and COC

– Many of our sports have 3 teams (9th, JV, Varsity)



Something for everyone…
Athletics

• Football

• Basketball

• Baseball/Softball

• Track

• Cross Country

• Volleyball

• Tennis 

• Soccer

• Golf

• Swimming

• Cheerleading

Extracurriculars

• Band

• Choir

• Speech 

• Debate

• Yearbook

• Zizzerette

• ZNN

• FCCLA

• FFA

• FTA

• Ridgerunner

• NHS

• BETA

• STUCO

• FBLA

• FCA
• Foreign Language Club

• SkillsUSA

• Chess Club

• Literati



Response-to-Intervention

ZIZZERTIME!!

• Grades

• Attendance

• Behavior



Transferring 

• IF you are a resident of one of the 

surrounding k-8 districts, transferring to 

West Plains High School is only allowed at 

the beginning of the school year unless 

you move to the West Plains School 

District.



Summer school transition program

--summer school before freshman year

--to get ready for high school

--Receive 0.5 credit



SCHEDULING PROCESS



Scheduling
• Core Classes
• SOCIAL STUDIES

– 4122 World Geography & Cultures

• COMMUNICATION ART

– 4001 English I      

– 4004 Honors English I

• MATHEMATICS 

– 4205 Math Concepts (Requires Teacher Recommendation)

– 4213  Algebra I Part I -- 4221 Algebra I

– 4219  STEM Algebra I --4232  STEM Alg II (Must qualify for this class)

• SCIENCE

– 4302 Physical Science - 4304  Honors Physical Science

– Honors Biology (if qualify for Alg II)

• PHYSICAL EDUCATION -

– 4700 Boys Physical Education       4720 Girls Physical Educatio



Scheduling

• Electives

– Choose elective classes in order of 

preferences.  Put a “1” beside your first 

choice, a “2” beside your second choice and 

an “A” beside your alternate.  If you choose a 

semester class, choose another elective to go 

with it.



What’s next…Timeline

The first part of May, students will receive their draft 

copy of their schedule and we will be hosting an 

Open House for Freshman only

• July – Student Packets mailed - medical forms, free 

reduce lunch applications, etc.

• August 15th

– Zizzerday/9th Grade Registration



QUESTIONS
Schedules, High School, etc.



THANK YOU!
(417) 256-6150  


